
Wonderful News! First Presbyterian Church of Evanston, IL, has 

just made a dream come true! FEBA will soon have a farm again. 

(Their old farm became untenable when the president’s mother 

moved in next door & soldiers stole harvests & raped the women. 

This farm will be in place where the local community has 

maintained security for many years.) The grant of $10,000 will 

pay for the 10 hectares of land & for clearing & plowing it. 

FEBA’s agricultural committee will organize planting, weeding, 

harvesting, equivalent to $6000 in labor. The produce will feed 

the residents of the new Tomisunga Women’s Center & the sale 

of the rest will provide income for other needs. By the time the 

farm is bought & cleared, it will be dry season; significant planting 

must wait until the rainy season starts in Sept. so harvests will 

begin only around the end of 2017. THANK YOU, First 

Presbyterian of Evanston!!!

2025 AT A GLANCE

Madame Monique Misenga Mukuna, our dear “Maman 

Monique,” will be featured in a special program on Thurs. 

Sept. 22, 2022, at 4 p.m., cosponsored by the Betsey 

Stockton Center for Black Church Studies and  Continuing

https://www.caringcrowd.org/take-action-

safer-future-kivu-women

Sleepy Hollow Hayride Funraiser

JOIN US to 

launch for 

success!

***********************

THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! Thank you for your wonderful 

response to our Giving Tuesday appeal = $6140! That is 4 times 

our goal. The copier for Community Charity School is bought & 

many hungry children & girls & women sing their thanks to you!

The women of FEBA celebrated International 

Women’s Day with a special program at the 

Women’s Center & then refreshments! For women 

who rarely ever have enough to eat, a little festive 

food lifts their spirits. Money is scarce but Maman 

Monique knows how important even little treats are.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN CONGO

Exciting news!!! Congo’s national 

elections were peaceful! The year-long 

run-up to elections included sporadic violence 

& incredible inflation & grim fears for the 

future. Despite various levels of confusion 

(how much depends on the source) & delays 

at polling places, it was essentially peaceful & 

it is generally accepted that the current 

President Felix Tshisekedi was re-elected for 

another 5 years. This continuity is welcomed 

by most Congolese, who are grateful for the 

efforts he has made to extend free education 

& make other reforms.

    In the meanwhile, widespread torrential 

rains across much of the country, including 

Kinshasa, have again demonstrated the 

severe effects of climate change in Congo 

(see next page).

    Care packages, like the clothing which our 

partners in Kinshasa sent to destitute women 

& children in Goma, will still be needed. We 

are inspired to see the poor sharing with those 

even more poor!

MAMAN MONIQUE! 

THANK YOU, Friends at NASSAU!

Lecture by Maman Monique Misenga Mukuna

***********************

WOMEN OF KIVU

Kivu Students: Community Charity School in Goma is 

delighted to have the largest sixth-grade class ever: 22 

girls & boys are taking their exams this month.

Kinshasa Students: FEBA is helping primary & 12 

secondary students with theses & exams.

FEBA’s beautiful Women’s Center has been suffering 

from the extreme weather of climate change. Small 

repairs for leaks in the roof have not been enough, so 

our wonderful friends at Nassau Presbyterian Church 

have endowed us with a complete new roof!

Cash $216,932

In-kind $3,357

183 Individual Donors

8 Churches

246 Students Served

30 girls newly literate

15 Computer students

Microfinance in Kinshasa
52 new microloans to women

110 women repaying loans

200 practicing micro-savings

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

January 2026

Annual Report for 2025

HEALTH and SAFETYEDUCATION ECONOMIC 

EMPOWERMENT
400+ displaced refugees and

 orphans aided

20 houses built for flood-rape

 victims

600+ sick, food insecure, rape

 -victims, dying assisted

410 primary-secondary school

 students assisted

8 young women newly literate

60+ vocational women students

40 primary school graduates

18 secondary school graduates

16 sewing school graduates

8 cosmetology school graduates

14 computer science graduates

60+ new microloans for women

5 machines for sewing products

wing initiative in Goma

FEBA’s fine clothes shop

           expanded its imports to

           attract clients

FEBA farm produces first 

           harvest since violent

           interruption in 2023

Social Media!

Fun(d)raisers!

L: Our Spring Gala, led 

by Susan Lidstone, 

featured delightful 

young musical artists.

R: At the August event 

organized by the 

Preston family we 

loved seeing Miss 

Clara’s joy in her new 

dolly (who joins two 

other sister-dollies!).

A New Partnership

Here we go

We have begun a new 

partnership with Congo 

Leadership Initiative, another 

small 501c3 specializing in 

education and economic 

empowerment in Congo. In the 

interests of combining resources 

and planning for the future (as 

some of us are growing older!), 

we will share bookkeeping and 

accounting services.

Congo, 
86.9%

Admin, 
3.0%

Fundraising, 3.3%
Reserve, 5.8%

EXPENDITURES 2025Income Sources 2025

Board 38.8%
Friends 35.8%
Churches 14.5%
Fundraisers 6.2%
Sales-Matches 4.5%
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CONTRIBUTE OR GET INVOLVED

Donate securely on our website 

www.WomanCradleofAbundance.org or Facebook. 

Mail checks payable to Woman, Cradle of Abundance

 Woman, Cradle of Abundance

 attn:  John McGlaughlin, Treasurer

 115 Maine Ave., Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

January 2026 Annual Report

Our partners in Kinshasa & Kivu have had one of the most difficult years in memory, but thanks to YOU, to each one of 

you, they have been able to help their neighbors and communities survive and find hope. Your gifts, smaller or larger, 

are the reason, & we are all deeply grateful to you. Thank you particularly for recurring donations!

 The context of trouble has been the renewed all-out war in eastern Congo, especially North and South Kivu 

provinces, and unprecedented flooding in the Kinshasa area. Our partners in the east have held on, through brutal 

conquest by M23 rebels and their Rwandan associates. Our partners in Kinshasa have held on, through devastating 

storms which washed away people, homes, businesses. Both partners are still doing their work with orphans, widows, 

destitute and hungry, with school children and vocational classes and micro finance and farm, even when it feels like 

one step forward, then back. You are the reason they have survived and are thriving! See some of the stories below.

FEBA’s farm is 

back, producing 

corn (above) and 

cassava (right), 

key food staples.

WOW!!! A young 

woman graduate of 

FEBA’s computer 

science program is 

now studying in 

Morocco(!), thanks 

to her hard work, 

skill, and help from 

Eddie Mukuna, 

Maman Monique’s 

son, in finding and 

applying for a 

scholarship.

SEE WHAT YOU HAVE DONE!

**************

Cosmetology for FEBA

It is now on sale for $23 at IVP 

https://www.ivpress.com/cradling-abundance

For more pictures & stories, check out “Our Founder’s 

Story” (www.WomanCradleofAbundance.org).

   Hear a podcast about the story, Elsie interviewed by 

Alexis Busetti of ThatMakesTotalSense!

Episode 102 - Elsie Tshimunyi McKee · 
(thatmakestotalsense.com)

*****************************

*************
Microfinance – Wow!

https://www.ivpress.com/cradling-abundance

In the USA

****************************************************************

with neighbors to build 20 new houses (60 in 

3 years), with help from Princeton United 

Methodist and Jie Hayes.

Students in the FEBA vocational programs have 

continued work, even though the state has still not sent 

out exam results from August. Above right, they express 

their gratitude for all FEBA does for them, through your 

help, by singing and acting out a lively song.

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Cherry Hill, NJ

For the 2nd year, members of 

our partner CENEDI built 20 

new houses for rape victims 

whose homes were washed 

away 2 years ago. The women 

& community provided labor & 

local materials, USA partners 

paid for roofing, etc. Of the 152 

families who lost their homes, 

now 40 have moved from tents 

to real houses! One is the rape 

victim above for whom you 

provided surgery.

Orphans in Goma who have not 

starved because you sent food.

Floods in April and June meant that more than 50 

FEBA women who received new microloans in Jan. 

2024 were back to zero. Thanks to you, friends, 

they are all back in business, and 10  more were 

added. L: microloan recipient; R: repaying loans.

Farm

FARM!

Orphans in Goma who have courage to 

study because you support their school.

SOME OF THEIR SUCCESSES

make clothes & send them & food to Goma’s orphans.

Refugee women in Goma praying in 

thanksgiving for food and water cans.

New Houses
Scholarship

Women 

terrorized 

by militias 

camped in 

their fields  

near Uvira 

in spring 

were able 

in summer 

to work

Cash $216,932

In-kind $3,357

183 Individual Donors

8 Churches
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